Message

From: Piper, Maya [Piper.Maya@epa.gov]

Sent: 11/24/2020 3:50:42 PM

To: Mendelsohn, Mike [Mendelsohn.Mike@epa.gov]; Bohnenblust, Eric [Bohnenblust.Eric@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: Press Inquiry: Scienceline, Oxitec Mosquitoes, DDL: 11/25

Attachments: Scienceline Press Inquiry_clean.docx

Great, thank you both for helping me move this through the review chain. | downloaded the document, accepted all
changes, added links, and cleaned up grammatical errors. However, | have a couple comments (trying to make our
responses a little more concise). Could you take a look and confirm my changes are okay?

Thanks,

Maya Piper (she/her/hers)

Communications Branch

Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Office: (202) 731-8966 | Cell: (231) 493-2745

From: Mendelsohn, Mike <Mendelsohn.Mike @epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:59 AM

To: Bohnenblust, Eric <Bohnenblust.Eric@epa.gov>; Piper, Maya <Piper.Maya@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Press Inquiry: Scienceline, Oxitec Mosquitoes, DDL: 11/25

Thanks Eric. Looks great to me. | understand that OGC and Michelle Arling have provided input.

Mike Mendelsohn, Chief

Emerging Technologies Branch

Biopesticides and Pollution Prevention Division (7511P)
Office of Pesticide Programs

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington DC 20460

(703) 308-8715

(703) 463-7302 Mobile

From: Bohnenblust, Eric <Bohnenblust.Eric@epa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2020 8:31 AM

To: Mendelsohn, Mike <Mendelsohn.Mike@epa.gov>; Piper, Maya <Piper.Maya@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Press Inquiry: Scienceline, Oxitec Mosquitoes, DDL: 11/25

Mike,

I've made some minor edits in response to OGC and Michelle’s edits and comments. | think the text is generally good to
go from my view. Let me know if you have any additional edits or comments.

Eric Bohnenblust, Ph.D

Senior Biologist
Emerging Technologies Branch (ETB)
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Biopesticides and Pollution Prevention Division (BPPD)
Phone: 703-347-0426
Email: Bohnenblust.eric@epa.gov

From: Mendelsohn, Mike <Mendelsohn.Mike @epa.gov>
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2020 4:59 PM

To: Piper, Maya <Piper.Maya®epa.gov>; Bohnenblust, Eric <Bohnenblust.Eric@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Press Inquiry: Scienceline, Oxitec Mosquitoes, DDL: 11/25

Maya and Eric,

I made a few edits, but think we should include the FDA link and details suggested by Eric. We should also have this

response run by OGC given the potential litigation under ESA. Thanks!

Mike Mendelsohn, Chief

Emerging Technologies Branch

Biopesticides and Pgaliution Prevention Division (7511P)
Office of Pesticide Programs

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington DC 20460

(703) 308-8715

(703) 463-7302 Mobile

From: Piper, Maya <Piper.Maya@epa.gov>
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2020 9:27 AM

To: Mendelsohn, Mike <Mendelsohn.Mike @ epa.gov>; Bohnenblust, Eric <Bohnenblust. Eric@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Press Inquiry: Scienceline, Oxitec Mosquitoes, DDL: 11/25

Morning Mike,

Happy Friday! Just a reminder to take a look at this press inquiry. It’s pretty lengthy so it would be good to lock down our

answers sooner rather than later.

Scienceline Press Inquiry.docx

Thanks,

Maya Piper (she/her/hers)

Communications Branch

Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Office: (202) 731-8966 | Cell: (231) 493-2745

From: Mendelsochn, Mike <Mendelsohn.Mike @epa.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2020 4:49 PM
To: Bohnenblust, Eric <Bohnenblust.Eric@epa.gov>
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Cc: Piper, Maya <Piper.Maya@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Press Inquiry: Scienceline, Oxitec Mosquitoes, DDL: 11/25

Eric,
Sounds good. Thanks!

Mike

From: Bohnenblust, Eric <Bohnenblust.Eric@epa.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2020 4:26 PM

To: Mendelsohn, Mike <Mendelsohn.Mike @epa.gov>

Cc: Piper, Maya <Piper.Maya@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Press Inquiry: Scienceline, Oxitec Mosquitoes, DDL: 11/25

Mike,

I've made some edits on the draft responses provided by Maya for this Oxitec news inquiry, see the sharepoint link
below. EPA doesn’t need to respond until 11/25, but given the length of this if you could look at it this week and let me
know if you have additional thoughts or if there is anything you think we should discuss with the rest of the team let me
know.

Maya, I've noted a bunch of spots where we may want to reference documents. ’'m not sure if we want the same
hyperlink multiple times or if we’d prefer to refer back to comments for the document links. I'm ok with redundant links

since they will likely only take quotes from this for their news broadcast/article.

Scienceline Press Inquiry.docx

Thanks.

Eric Bohnenblust, Ph.D

Senior Biologist

Emerging Technologies Branch (ETB)

Biopesticides and Pollution Prevention Division (BPPD)
Phone: 703-347-0426

Email: Bohnenblust eric@epna.gov

From: Piper, Maya <Piper.Maya@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, November 13, 2020 10:22 AM

To: Bohnenblust, Eric <Bohnenblust.Eric@epa.gov>

Subject: Press Inquiry: Scienceline, Oxitec Mosquitoes, DDL: 11/25

Hi Eric,

Please find my draft responses to the Scienceline press inquiry attached. Almost all of the responses were pulled from
previously used and approved language. No rush on this — the reporter’s deadline is 11/25.

Thanks,
Maya Piper (she/her/hers)
Communications Branch

Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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Office: (202) 731-8966 | Cell: (231) 493-2745

From: Piper, Maya

Sent: Monday, November 9, 2020 4:28 PM

To: Bohnenblust, Eric <Bohnenblust.Eric@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Timely interview request!

Hi Eric,

Just wanted to give you a heads-up that we received this lengthy press inquiry. Luckily, it isn’t due until 11/25. I'll start
drafting responses and send them over to you later this week.

Best,

Maya Piper (she/her/hers)

Communications Branch

Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Office: (202) 731-8966 | Cell: (231) 493-2745

From: Sullivan, Melissa <sullivan.melissa@epa.gov>

Sent: Monday, November 9, 2020 3:36 PM

To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Lieberman, Paige <Liebherman.Paige@epa.gov>; OPP FEAD CSB
<OPP FEAD CSB@epa.gov>; Siedschlag, Gregory <Siedschlag.Gregory@epa.gov>

Cc: Pierce, Alison <Pierce. Alison@epa.gov>; Dunton, Cheryl <Dunton.Cheryl@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Timely interview request!

Good afternoon,

We received an interview request from a Scienceline reporter.
Deadline is 11/25.

Questions below.

Would I still be able to set up a phone interview with Robert McNally or anyone else that works in the Biopesticides
and Pollution Prevention Division?

Here are some of my questions:

1. Why did the U.S. EPA seek public comments on the new Oxitec 0X5034 mosquito?

2. I was told by a source at the Florida Keys Environmental Coalition that over 33,000 public comments were submitted
in opposition to this technology and 56 comments were submitted in support of this technology. Is this true?

3. Do you feel like the U.S. EPA gave a fair hearing to those who were against the 0OX50347?
4. People from the Florida Keys Environmental Coalition and some other agencies argue that public comments

against Oxitec were ignored by the U.S. EPA and that the Florida Keys community is now being forced into this Ox5034
experiment against their will. Can you comment on this?

ED_006741_00006296-00004



5. The Center for Food Safety thinks that the OX5034 consultation should have involved the National Marine
Fisheries Service and/or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to assess if there would be threatened and endangered
species in Monroe County and Harris County, as well as listed species in surrounding counties. The Center for
Food Safety said that Oxitec failed to follow the Endangered Species Act mandated procedures. Do you agree
with this and that this step of consultation is necessary for ensuring the safety of these OX5034 mosquitoes for
wildlife? Here is the link to their report too: hitps: /www . centerforfoodsafely. orgMles/2020-06-1 2-esa-60-day-
noi-leterdinal 0BS5S ndf

6. In an article by Natalie Kofler and Jennifer Kuzma, they say that "The EPA did not convene an independent,
external scientific advisory panel to review Oxitec’s claim; the agency’s risk assessment was only made
publicly available after their approval decision and we know of no peer-reviewed articles on this particular GM
mosquito strain." They also say "And herein lies our concern: Risks should not be assessed behind closed
doors between technology developers and EPA employees. As designed, the EPA risk assessment process
privileges private entities over the American public." Can you comment on this and why the authors said these
things?

7. People such as Helen Wallace from GeneWatch UK, say that the EPA is not putting alternatives up for debate
to combat mosquitoes. They question why the EPA is focusing on this single technology rather than other tactics to help
with mosquito control. Could you comment on this?

8. It seems like there are a lot of unknowns about this Ox5034 mosquito that some scientists would like answers to, such
as if this mosquito could spread antibiotic resistance to tetracycline, cause another mosquito species to transmit viruses
like Zika and dengue, disturb endangered species, that the self-limiting gene could cause damages for crop soil and
water supply once these dead male mosquitoes decompose. Do you think all of these unknowns | listed, as well as
others, do pose negligible risk?

9. Do you know that Oxitec's Ox5034 mosquito is safe and will reduce the Aedes aegypti mosquito population as well as
disease? People of the Florida Keys Environmental Coalition, Center for Food Safety, and Friends of the Earth U.S have
said that Oxitec and the EPA don't have the evidence to support that this mosquito is safe and that no data has been
made available to the public. They also argue that Oxitec has never had a successful experiment. Can you comment on
these statements please and why people are saying this?

Thank you,
Melissa

Melissa A. Sullivan

Office of Public Affairs

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
202 913-3840
Sullivan.Melissa@epa.gov

From: Taylor White <tcw292@nyu.edu>

Sent: Monday, November 9, 2020 3:32 PM

To: Sullivan, Melissa <sullivan.melissa@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Timely interview request!

Hi Melissa,

Thank you for your response. My deadline would be November 25th. Would | still be able to set up a phone interview
with Robert McNally or anyone else that works in the Biopesticides and Pollution Prevention Division?

Here are some of my questions:

1. Why did the U.S. EPA seek public comments on the new Oxitec 0X5034 mosquito?
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2. 1 was told by a source at the Florida Keys Environmental Coalition that over 33,000 public comments were submitted
in opposition to this technology and 56 comments were submitted in support of this technology. Is this true?

3. Do you feel like the U.S. EPA gave a fair hearing to those who were against the OX50347

4. People from the Florida Keys Environmental Coalition and some other agencies argue that public comments
against Oxitec were ignored by the U.S. EPA and that the Florida Keys community is now being forced into this Ox5034
experiment against their will. Can you comment on this?

5. The Center for Food Safety thinks that the OX5034 consultation should have involved the National Marine
Fisheries Service and/or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to assess if there would be threatened and endangered
species in Monroe County and Harris County, as well as listed species in surrounding counties. The Center for
Food Safety said that Oxitec failed to follow the Endangered Species Act mandated procedures. Do you agree
with this and that this step of consultation is necessary for ensuring the safety of these OX5034 mosquitoes for
wildlife? Here is the link to their report too: hitps: fwww centerforfoodsalety orgfiles/2020.08.1 2.oosa.60. 0o y.
noi-latter-final 0BRSS5 nof

6. In an article by Natalie Kofler and Jennifer Kuzma, they say that "The EPA did not convene an independent,
external scientific advisory panel to review Oxitec’s claim; the agency’s risk assessment was only made
publicly available after their approval decision and we know of no peer-reviewed articles on this particular GM
mosquito strain.” They also say "And herein lies our concern: Risks should not be assessed behind closed
doors between technology developers and EPA employees. As designed, the EPA risk assessment process
privileges private entities over the American public." Can you comment on this and why the authors said these
things?

7. People such as Helen Wallace from GeneWatch UK, say that the EPA is not putting alternatives up for debate
to combat mosquitoes. They question why the EPA is focusing on this single technology rather than other tactics to help
with mosquito control. Could you comment on this?

8. It seems like there are a lot of unknowns about this Ox5034 mosquito that some scientists would like answers to, such
as if this mosquito could spread antibiotic resistance to tetracycline, cause another mosquito species to transmit viruses
like Zika and dengue, disturb endangered species, that the self-limiting gene could cause damages for crop soil and
water supply once these dead male mosquitoes decompose. Do you think all of these unknowns | listed, as well as
others, do pose negligible risk?

9. Do you know that Oxitec's Ox5034 mosquito is safe and will reduce the Aedes aegypti mosquito population as well as
disease? People of the Florida Keys Environmental Coalition, Center for Food Safety, and Friends of the Earth U.S have
said that Oxitec and the EPA don't have the evidence to support that this mosquito is safe and that no data has been
made available to the public. They also argue that Oxitec has never had a successful experiment. Can you comment on
these statements please and why people are saying this?

Kindest regards,

Taylor
tavlorwhitewrites.com

On Mon, Nov 9, 2020 at 10:55 AM Sullivan, Melissa <sullivan.melissa@epa.gov> wrote:

Good morning Taylor,
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| received your inquiry from a colleague.

Can you please share your list of specific questions and your deadline?

Thank you,

Melissa

Melissa A. Sullivan

Office of Public Affairs

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
202 913-3840

Sullivan.Melissa@epa.gov

From: Taylor White <tcw2382@nyu.edu>

Sent: Monday, November 02, 2020 10:07 AM
To: BPPDFRNotices <BPPDFRNotices@epa.gov>
Subject: Timely interview request!

Hi U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,

My name is Taylor White and I'm writing a story for scienceline.org about Oxitec mosquitoes. | wanted to

know if | could speak with Robert McNally about these mosquitoes, the deployment approval for Florida Keys,
and any public comments the EPA received before October 11, 2019. Would he be available anytime this

week or next?

Kindest regards,
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Taylor

taylorwhitewrites.com
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